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Who are the Death Valley '49ers? 

Our Organization and Mission 

The Death Valley '49ers is an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that seeks to 

expand public awareness of Death Valley. We have no headquarters office, equipment, 

vehicles, paid staff or employees, and we receive no government or other regular funding. 

Our mission is to foster appreciation for Death Valley as a rare desert environment having 

unique natural and cultural histories, which played an important role in the settlement of the 

West and the addition of California to the Union. 

Special recognition is given to the California-bound pioneer wagon parties of 1849-50. Their 

indomitable will to survive and persevere through the ordeal of that winter serves as an 

enduring example of the hardy spirit of all Americans who traveled far searching for new and 

better lives. 

History of the Encampment 

The Death Valley '49ers sponsor the annual Encampment each November to celebrate the 

pioneer spirit and this special place called Death Valley. The first Encampment was held in 

1949 as part of California's Centennial celebration. A great pageant was planned in Desolation 

Canyon, not far from Furnace Creek. A symphony was commissioned and performed by the 

Hollywood Bowl Orchestra as a procession of covered wagons entered the canyon; Jimmy 

Stewart narrated. Ten thousand spectators were expected but 65,000 showed up. Cars backed 

up for miles and people ended up camping wherever their cars stopped! 

Since 1949, the Encampment has been held annually as a way of achieving its educational 

mission with hundreds of thousands of participants over the years. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bleachers set up in Desolation Canyon for spectators 

Hollywood Bowl Orchestra 

and covered wagons 
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How We Give Back 

Our annual Encampments have allowed the history of Death Valley and the California '49ers to 

come alive to hundreds of thousands of people who have participated since 1949. Funds 

raised are put to use in a number of good causes, including support for the rennovation of the 

Death Valley National Park Visitor Center, completed in 2012, and the following projects. 

Scholarships  

Every year since 1976, the Death Valley '49ers has been proud to fund a substantial 

scholarship to a graduating senior from the Death Valley Unified School District and/or Death 

Valley National Park. More than 50 scholarships have been awaded. Before this scholarship 

program was enacted no student from this area ever graduated from college. 

 Education 

The Death Valley '49ers Educational Fund contributes to programs that provide opportunities 

for urban youth to explore, enjoy and learn about Death Valley National Park. In the fall of 

2007, Death Valley National Park staff began reaching out to schools that have limited 

opportunity to visit the park without assistance. Death Valley R.O.C.K.S. brings students from 

Los Angeles and Las Vegas to Death Valley National Park for a multi-day camping trip and 

interpretive learning experience.  Kids who wouldn't normally be able to visit a national park 

enjoy a truly starry night sky and days of environmental education in this natural "classroom". 

Monuments 

Monuments commemorating historically significant people and events have been placed 

throughout the Death Valley region with the help of the Death Valley '49ers. Monuments are 

stepping stones to the past, and to the future; they link the generations. 

  “Through this natural gateway the Death Valley 

Forty-Niners, more than 100 emigrants from the 

Middle West, seeking a shortcut to gold fields of 

central California, entered Death Valley, 

December, 1849. All suffered from thirst and 

starvation. Two contingents passed southward 

here, the others proceeded northward seeking to 

escape from region.” 

─Marker placed by California Centennials 

Commission. Base furnished by Death Valley 

'49ers, Inc. 
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What is the '49ers Annual 
Encampment? 

Since 1949, the Death Valley 49ers have 

invited one and all to come together during 

the second full week of November at the Furnace Creek Resort 

in Death Valley National Park. Furnace Creek is many things. It 

is the ancestral home of the Timbisha Native Americans, it is a 

beautiful oasis in the desert, and was once advertised as having 

"all the advantages of hell without the inconveniences.” It was 

also the center of Death Valley's mining operations and home of the famous twenty-mule 

teams hauling borax across the Mojave Desert. Quite simply, it is the heart of Death Valley 

and the perfect place to experience one of our most beautiful national parks.  

A Salute to the Pioneer Spirit 

The Death Valley '49ers Encampment is an annual family event that 

creates a living history, demonstrating the hardy spirit and indomitable 

will of the pioneers who traveled far searching for better lives. We 

celebrate the joys and recognize the hardships of their daily lives, 

while paying homage to the western way 

of life. Days begin with community breakfasts, and are filled 

with contests, programs, films, demonstrations, tours, 

tournaments, arts and crafts, and parades. Evenings are filled 

with western and old-time music. Many participants count their 

attendance in decades, not years. 

 Wednesday through Saturday evening, the crowds turn out to hear leading western 

music artists on the '49ers Main Stage. 

 A very popular activity is the Death Valley '49ers Golf Tournament on the lowest golf 

course on earth at 214 feet below sea level. 

 Another highlight is the Death Valley '49ers Invitational 

Western Art Show, attracting top western artists in oil, 

watercolor, sculpture, mixed media, and acrylic categories.  

Hundreds of thousands of participants over the years have enjoyed 

attending the Encampment, but they have also learned about the 

unique cultural and historical significance of Death Valley and about 

the original California Forty Niners.  
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This Year's Sponsorship 
Opportunities 

As a major sponsor of the Death Valley '49ers Encampment, your brand is linked with the best 

of our western heritage. This is the largest event held in Death Valley, and about 10,000 

visitors to the Furnace Creek area will be exposed to your branding during the week of the 

Encampment. The registration area for the Encampment will feature your sponsorship 

message, along with other sponsorship-specific opportunities, as each visitor to the popular 

Furnace Creek Ranch enters the area. 

Sponsorship opportunities at the Death Valley '49ers 
Encampment include: 

1. Major sponsorships  

 Xanterra Parks & Resorts is the Host Sponsor of the 

Encampment, providing the beautiful event venue at Furnace 

Creek Resort and significant additional support to the Death 

Valley '49ers.  

 5 additional major sponsorships are available: 

 Music Main Stage Sponsor 

 Invitational Western Art Show Sponsor 

 Fiddler's Stage Sponsor  

 Southwest Mining, Mineral, Lapidary and Craft Show Sponsor 

 Golf Tournament Sponsor 

2. Supporting sponsorships 

 Available to businesses, family foundations, and individuals who wish to 

support the Death Valley '49ers 
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1) Main Stage Music Sponsor 
 

 

Western musical entertainment is the heart of our event, occurring throughout the 

Encampment. Participants can gather together and hear songs that evoke the era of wagon 

trains and pioneers around the campfire.  In 2015, featured entertainers include: 

 Richard Elloyan. Richard is a singer, songwriter, and poet of unique wit and 

imagination. Writing his own music and poetry he captures the spirit of the west and 

those who live its lifestyle. Raised in the historic mining town of Virginia City, Nevada, 

Richard grew up surrounded by the romantic stories and characters that shaped the 

growth of Nevada and California. Using the backdrop of the high desert, Richard brings 

to life the images and philosophies of the cowboy and those who are cowboys at heart.  

 The Old West Trio. Presenting spot on renditions of some of the greatest Western 

tunes of all time, the Old West Trio balances silver-screen harmonies and newly 

minted cowboy classics with a dose of humor. The trio earned the Will Rogers Award 

for 2011 Best Western Music Duo/Group of the Year (Academy of Western Artists). 

The Main Stage Music Sponsor will have the highest visibility at the Encampment. Signage 

will be placed at the '49ers Main Stage and the Registration areas of the Encampment. Your 

generosity will be acknowledged at the microphone at the beginning of each performance by 

the master of ceremonies. In addition, your organization will be recognized by: 

 Highlighted placement in Death Valley '49ers Encampment press release. 

 Highlighted  placement in Souvenir Program (deadline July 7, 2015). 

 Highlighted placement on Death Valley '49ers Encampment Website. 

 Invitation for 8 individuals to participate in all Death Valley '49ers Encampment 

activities and VIP events. 
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2) Invitational Western Art Show Sponsor 
 

 

The Death Valley '49ers have sponsored the Invitational Western Art Show, the longest running 

western art competition, since 1951 to showcase the best in western art, with categories 

including oil, watercolor, sculpture, mixed media, and acrylic.  The show will take place over 

four days, from 9:00 am - 4:30 pm Thursday through Saturday and from 9 am - noon on 

Sunday. Awards will be presented at the Artist Breakfast on Saturday at the Furnace Creek 

Wrangler Buffet.  

Artists are also challenged in the "Quick Draw" event to complete a masterpiece in 45 

minutes. Artists contribute artwork for auction, with 50% of the auction proceeds contributed 

to the '49ers Scholarship Fund. 

The Invitational Western Art Show Sponsor will have high visibility, with signage placed at 

the Western Art Show and the Registration area of the Encampment. You will also be 

recognized at the microphone at the Quick Draw event and the awards ceremony. In addition, 

your organization will be recognized by: 

 Death Valley '49ers Encampment press release. 

 Prominent placement in Souvenir Program (deadline July 7, 2015). 

 Prominent placement on Death Valley '49ers Encampment Website. 

 Invitation for 4 individuals to participate in all Death Valley '49ers Encampment 

activities and VIP events. 
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3) Southwest Mining, Mineral, Lapidary and 

Craft Show Sponsor 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Death Valley '49ers Encampment features the Southwest Mining, Mineral, Lapidary and 

Craft Show, providing all visitors to Furnace Creek the ability to view and purchase the 

highest quality mineral and western-themed art and craft items.  Only original work is offered 

for sale, with vendors carefully selected for quality of work and variety. 

The Southwest Mining, Mineral, Lapidary and Craft Show Sponsor will have signage placed 

at the Craft Show and the Registration areas of the Encampment. Not only is the show open 

to Encampment participants; it is open to all visitors to Death Valley National Park and is 

located in a very central location at the Furnace Creek Ranch from 9 am through 4 pm 

Monday through Saturday (both pre-Encampment and Encampment), and from 9 am - noon on 

Sunday. 

Your organization will also be recognized by: 

 Death Valley '49ers Encampment press release. 

 Prominent placement in Souvenir Program (deadline July 7, 2015). 

 Prominent placement on Death Valley '49ers Encampment Website. 

 Invitation for 4 individuals to participate in all Death Valley '49ers Encampment 

activities and VIP events. 
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5) Fiddler's Stage Sponsor No longer available 

 

 

The Old Time Fiddlin' and Pickin' Contests have been part of the '49ers Encampment for over 

25 years, and are known for friendly competition and old-fashioned fun. Through these 

contests the Death Valley '49ers are helping to preserve the fiddling culture and tunes, 

develop audience appreciation for this important part of our musical heritage, and to 

acknowledge today's musicians who are carrying on this traditional music genre. 

 Pickin' contest divisions include guitar, banjo, and mandolin. Fiddlers compete as first 

timers, juniors, adults, seniors, and senior-seniors playing hoedowns, waltzes, and other 

fiddle tunes.  

The Fiddler's Stage Sponsor will be acknowledged at the microphone at the beginning of the 

preliminary and final contests, and by signage placed at the Fiddler's Stage and Registration 

areas of the Encampment. During the pre-Encampment and Encampment, the Fiddler's Stage 

is also used for other events ─ including the popular Coyote Howl open pic performances − so 

the sponsor will also gain visibility during these activities.  In addition, your organization will 

be recognized by: 

 Death Valley '49ers Encampment press release. 

 Prominent placement in Souvenir Program (deadline July 7, 2015). 

 Prominent placement on Death Valley '49ers Encampment Website. 

 Invitation for 2 individuals to participate in all Death Valley '49ers Encampment 

activities and VIP events. 
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4) Golf Tournament Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The golf tournament is a major Encampment activity, drawing attendance by an upscale 

audience. The Furnace Creek Golf Course is an 18-hole, par 70 course known as one of the 

most beautiful winter courses, framed by magnificent mountain views , palm, and tamarisk 

trees. Nine holes have water features and players of all skill levels will be challenged at the 

lowest golf course on earth. 

The Golf Tournament Sponsor will be acknowledged at the microphone at the beginning of 

each day of the tournament and by signage placed at the Golf Course and Registration areas 

of the Encampment. In addition, your organization will be recognized by: 

 Death Valley '49ers Encampment press release. 

 Prominent placement in Souvenir Program (deadline July 7, 2015). 

 Prominent placement on Death Valley '49ers Encampment Website. 

 Invitation for 2 individuals to participate in all Death Valley '49ers Encampment 

activities and VIP events, including the golf tournament. 
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 Supporting Sponsorships 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Businesses, family foundations, individuals, and others are encouraged to provide support to 

the Death Valley '49ers Encampment. An individual sponsorship is a wonderful way to 

establish a legacy or remember a loved one. Your generosity in providing an individual 

sponsorship will be recognized by: 

 Recognition on Death Valley '49ers Encampment Website. 

  Recognition in sponsorship signage at Registration area. 

 Invitation for 2 individuals to participate in all Death Valley '49ers Encampment 

activities. 

 

For more information 
 

Visit our website 

www.deathvalley49ers.org/encampment 

Contact our sponsorship coordinator 

Cheryl Hale 

chale@deathvalley49ers.org 

775-267-5537 


